In the title solvate, C 14 H 12 N 2 OÁ0.5C 6 H 6 , the complete benzene molecule is generated by a crystallographic inversion centre. The dihedral angle between the planes of the benzimidazole moiety and the phenol substituent is 75.28 (3) . In the crystal, O-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds link the molecules into parallel chains propagating along [100] . The molecules are further connected by C-HÁ Á Á interactions. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Related literature
Cg1 is the centroid of the C2-C7 ring. Data collection: X-AREA (Stoe & Cie, 2001 ); cell refinement: X-AREA; data reduction: X-AREA; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: XP in SHELXTL-Plus (Sheldrick, 2008); software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97.
Introduction
Appropriately substituted benzimidazole derivatives have found diverse therapeutic applications as antiulcer, antihypertensive, antiviral, antifungal, anticancer, and antihistaminic agents [Alamgir et al. 2007] . Although the synthesis of the title compound has been reported in the literature (Milata et al., 2001; Rivera et al., 2008) , we have developed an alternative route to prepare this compound starting from
The asymmetric unit contains one molecule of 2-((1H-benzimidazol-1-yl)methyl)phenol and half a molecule of benzene (Fig. 1) . The solvent molecule subtends a dihedral angle of 78.90 (6)° with respect to the phenol substituent and 70.99 (6)° with respect to the benzimidazole moiety, which suggest an edge-to-face (T-shaped) C-H···π interaction according to the literature (Malathy Sony et al. 2005) . The dihedral angle between the phenol substitutent and the benzimidazole ring [75.28 (3)°] is similar to the one in a related structure (Cai et al., 2006) . In the benzimidazole moiety, the bond distances and angles are in good agreement with those found in bis(1H-benzimidazol-1-yl)methane monohydrate (Shi et al., 2011) , 1-(6-chloropyridin-3-ylmethyl)-1H-benzimidazole (Cai et al., 2006) and (1H-benzimidazol-1-yl)methanol (Rivera et al., 2012 ).
An intermolecular hydrogen bond was observed in the crystal packing (Fig. 2) between the hydroxyl group of one molecule and a nitrogen atom of another one (Table 1) 
Experimental

Synthesis and crystallization
A mixture of phenol (0.282 g, 3.00 mmol) and N 1 ,N 2 -bis((1H-benzotriazol-1-yl)methyl)benzene-1,2-diamine (0.370 g, 1.00 mmol) was heated to 160 °C, after 5 minutes the mixture was cooled at room temperature until a sticky residue appeared. The product was purified by column chromatography using a mixture of benzene: ethyl acetate (80:20) as the mobile phase (yield 25 %, m.p.= 489-490 K). Single crystals were grown from a benzene:ethyl acetate solution by slow evaporation of the solvent at room temperature over a period of about one week.
Refinement
All H atoms were located in a difference map. The hydroxyl H atom was freely refined. H atoms bonded to C atoms were refined using a riding model, with secondary C-H = 0.99 Å and aromatic C-H = 0.95 Å and with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C). 
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (
Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å, º)
Cg1, Cg2, Cg3 and Cg4 are the centroids of the C2-C7, N1/N2/C1-C3, C21-C23/C21′-C23′ and C11-C16 rings, respectively. Symmetry codes: (ii) x−1, y, z; (iii) −x+1, −y+2, −z; (iv) −x+1, −y+1, −z+1.
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